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Beyond the Bodyguard: Navigating |
the New Era of Digital Exposure :
and Physical Risk.

i
=
B

L 1 e
; ‘AEM’?'
gt ‘WWEUI/»

D—g// INTEGRATED RISK MANAGEMENT:

Proactive strategies combining physical security with
cybersecurity intelligence.

THREAT INTELLIGENCE & SURVEILLANCE:

Real-time monitoring of digital footprints and
emerging physical threats.

oY ADAPTIVE SECURITY PROTOCOLS:

Tailored solutions for high-profile individuals in a
volatile, connected world.
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THE EXECUTIVE
PROTECTION CRISIS

Digital Exposure Outpaces Traditional Security
Measures

@Q BRIAN THOMPSON ASSASSINATION (DEC 2024):
UnitedHealthcare CEO targeted using publicly available
information, highlighting vulnerabilities in executive security.

F_-‘é PREDICTABLE MOVEMENTS EXPLOITED: Conference
schedules, professional backgrounds, and announced
locations used to identify and track targets.

@ BUILDING THREAT IN PLAIN SIGHT: Social media
" indicators of threat often overlooked until physical risk
materializes.

POST-INCIDENT SURGE: Embedded executive security
services grew 30%, ad hoc travel security surged 300%, and

S&P 500 personal security perquisites jumped 21% in one year.
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THE DIGITAL EXPOSURE PROBLEM —
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Structural Vulnerabilities in the Open Web

OSINT AS PRIMARY THREAT VECTOR: Sophisticated

threat actors begin with open-source intelligence
(OSINT) research, not weapons acquisition.

VANISHID ANALYSIS: Most executives have contact

details, home addresses, and personal emails accessible;
average executive involved in 12 data breaches.

BRIGHTSIDE Al FINDINGS: 99% of executives exposed

on >36 data broker websites; executives 25-30% more
exposed than general workforce.

SECURITY INVESTMENT MISALIGNMENT: Companies

spend >$500k/year/executive on physical security, while
neglecting open web exposure.
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ESCALATING DIGITAL THREATS

From Social Media Campaigns to Nation-State Targeting | =

@ 1. DIRECT THREATS SURGE: CEOs targeted by
>1,560 direct social media threats (June-Dec 2024),
surging to >2,200 in 5 weeks post-Thompson
assassination.

@ 2. THE CEO DATABASE: Emergence of platforms
publishing personal details of senior executives to
facilitate targeting.

@ 3. IDEOLOGICAL AMPLIFICATION: Campaigns like
‘Luigi Was Right' amplify attacker ideologies,
creating templates for new targeting research.

@é 4. NATION-STATE DIMENSION: Foiled Russian plot
to assassinate Rheinmetall CEO demonstrates
executive targeting by state actors has moved to
direct kinetic planning.
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MISALIGNED PROTECTION
PROGRAMS

The Gap Between Threat and Program Response

* INCREASED FOCUS, POOR IMPLEMENTATION: 42% of
security professionals report increased focus on EP, but
most programs are poorly solving the problem.

e OSINT USE, LACK OF REAL-TIME ANALYSIS: 82% use
OSINT, but lack tools for real-time analysis, leading to
periodic snapshots instead of continuous monitoring.

e TRAVEL RISK NEGLECT: 18% rarely or never assess
travel risks in advance, leaving executives vulnerable
during transit and unfamiliar environments.

* INEFFECTIVE PROGRAM EVALUATION: 34% lack
formal processes to evaluate program effectiveness,
meaning performance against real threats is
unassessed.
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THE CULTURAL
PROBLEM

Performative Security vs. Genuine Protection

 PERFORMATIVE SECURITY: Many companies
focus on visible, reassuring measures that satisfy
board inquiries but don't create genuine
protection.

¢ VISIBLE COUNTERMEASURES: Close protection
agents at the CEQ's side provide a visible
presence but don't address digital threats.

« UNADDRESSED DIGITAL LAYER: Stalkers
monitoring LinkedIn, dark web targeting
packages, and deepfake audio operate in the
digital layer, often ignored.

e CYBERSECURITY VS. PHYSICAL SECURITY:
Digital threats are often treated as a
cybersecurity problem, not a physical security
imperative, creating vulnerabilities.
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THE DIGITAL-PHYSICAL
THREAT INTELLIGENCE
MODEL

Integrated Architecture for Effective
Executive Protection

e DIGITAL EXPOSURE LEADS TO PHYSICAL RISK:
Digital exposure is a pipeline to physical risk, faster
and more accessible than previous threat channels.

¢ INTEGRATED ARCHITECTURE: Effective EP
programs require integrated digital security, human
intelligence/analysis, and on-the-ground protective
operations.

e CONTINUOUS INFORMATION FLOW: Each function
continuously informs the others, rather than
operating in separate departmental lanes.

e NO PHYSICAL WITHOUT DIGITAL: ‘There are no
physical risks without digital risks, and vice versa’
[David Dezso, CEO Banyan Risk Group]_ /;'&5 Information Provided by Trident Group America, Inc



DIGITAL SECURITY
FUNCTION

Mapping and Mitigating the Executive's Personal Footprint

+ COMPREHENSIVE DIGITAL EXPOSURE AUDIT:
Mapping data broker listings, public records,
social media, property records, and breach
datasets.

« SUPPRESSION AND OPT-OUT CAMPAIGNS:
Removing operationally dangerous data from
accessible sources to reduce targeting
precision.

» CONTINUOUS MONITORING: Surface, deep,
and dark web monitoring for early-warning
signals before digital fixation translates to
physical action.

« ENHANCED THREAT PREVENTION: OSINT-
enhanced EP programs show up to 80%
higher threat prevention rates and 60% fewer
false positives.
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HUMAN INTELLIGENCE
AND ANALYSIS

Transforming Data Collection into
Protective Decision-Making

e BEYOND AUTOMATED ALERTS: OSINT
monitoring without trained analytical

professionals produces noise, not intelligence
[Kaseware, 2026].

e BEHAVIORAL THREAT PROFILING: Structured
assessment of online activity to identify fixation,
escalation, or operational planning, requiring
clinical judgment.

e PATTERN OF ACTIVITY: Analyzing patterns,
research conducted by posters, network

connections, and escalation trajectory to assess
threat credibility.

e TRAINED ANALYTICAL PROFESSIONALS:
Essential for accurate assessment, not just
automated keyword alerts.
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PATTERN-OF-LIFE AND
TRAVEL VULNERABILITY

Closing the Gap Between Digital Threat and
Physical Security

» HIGHEST VULNERABILITY IN TRANSIT:
Airports, hotel lobbies, and conference venues
are moments of highest executive vulnerability.

* PREDICTABLE GAPS: Executives are exposed
between protected environments, dependent
on ad hoc local security arrangements.

* OSINT ADVANTAGE FOR THREAT ACTORS:
Publicly available schedule information
provides real-time location pinpointing
capability.

* INTELLIGENCE-LED ROUTE PLANNING:
Pattern-of-life analysis maps routines and
exposure windows to mitigate specific
vulnerabilities.
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THE FAMILY DIMENSION AND
RESIDENTIAL EXPOSURE

Protecting the Most Accessible Attack Surface

» FAMILY AS ACCESSIBLE ATTACK SURFACE:
Family members and residential environments
are often less protected and follow more I | m'
predictable patterns than the principal. i 1

» LEVERAGE POINT FOR THREAT ACTORS:
Provides a leverage point to reach executives
who are otherwise difficult to access directly.

* SOCIAL MEDIA & PUBLIC RECORDS: Social
media accounts revealing home neighborhoods,
children’s schools, and property listings provide
vectors for exploitation.

* FORTIFICATION AND PROTECTION: Home
security fortification and protection of family
members are critical new personal security
measures for corporate leaders.
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CONCLUSION

The Evolution of Executive Protection:
From Reactive to Proactive

e INTEGRATED THREAT INTELLIGENCE: Seamlessly
combining digital security, human intelligence,
and physical protective operations for a holistic
defense.

e PROACTIVE RISK MITIGATION: Moving beyond
visible, performative security to address the
underlying digital vulnerabilities that enable
modern attacks.

e CONTINUOUS MONITORING & ADAPTATION:
Implementing dynamic strategies that evolve in
real-time with the threat landscape, rather than
relying on static programs.

e HOLISTIC PROTECTION: Safeguarding executives,
their families, and their assets across all dimensions
of risk, both digital and physical.
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